Mozambique

Methodology
AudienceNet conducted an initial
online survey amongst 1,000 16-35
year old Mozambican residents
and a week-long, moderated, online
dialogue with 40 Mozambican
Millennials, segmented as follows:
interested in politics and not
interested in politics.

The sample was recruited from
Millennials across Mozambique, with
representation of varying age groups;
household income levels, gender and
educational attainment levels.

Interest & engagement
with politics

Most young people in Mozambique are
happy and optimistic…

60%

67%

Are generally happy
with their lives

Are optimistic about
their future

Q: Taking all things into consideration, how happy are you with your life right now? BASE: 1,000
Q: Looking to the future and the things you might like to do and achieve in life, how positive/optimistic are you that you will get what you hope for? BASE: 1,000

… But not very interested in politics
49

Music

38

Reading

37

Technology & Gaming

34

Film

32

Sport & Exercise

29

Religion

24

Cooking

23

Politics

18

Theatre
Festivals

11

Q: Which of the following are you interested in? BASE: 1,000

Taking an interest in politics is also
not considered to be important
(Rank in order of importance)
1

Being happy and in good health

2

Being successful/ Making money

3

Spending time with family/ friends

4

Contributing to society

5

Equality in society

6

Being free to do and say what I want

7

Having my voice heard

8

Having leisure time

9

Being involved with my local community

10

Taking an interest in politics

Q: What is most important to you from the following list? Choose a maximum of 3 BASE: 1,000

Why are so few young people
interested in politics?
The main reason young people in Mozambique said they and their peers were not interested in
politics was that they saw politicians as being dishonest and unable to facilitate change.

“Most young people demonstrate little
interest in politics because they know
that politicians are all the same: over
time specific politicians are being
elected to replace the ones in power,
but will make no diﬀerence, due to
corruption and centralization of
power. There is not the opportunity
for the youth to contribute with their
innovative ideas, to change our
country.”

“In my view, at present, there are
no politicians, but only people
with certain interests that end up
seeping into the world of politics.
First to be a politician you have to
learn to lie. That’s why the youth
of today it is not interested in
politics, because politics today
means business. In my case I do
not have such vocation, I don’t
dream of becoming a politician! ’’

“The reason that only few young
people demonstrate interest in
politics today it is one single simple
reason: today's politicians are more
liars than ever, they only want to take
advantage of their position to impose
their thoughts that in the majority do
not correspond with the expectations
of society in general, and there is no
basis created eﬀectively, so that the
youth can be included in making
decisions.”

Why are so few young people
interested in politics? (Cont.)
Others said they thought young people lacked an interest in politics because they had other
interests or did not fully understand the value of politics in society.

“Few young people are interested in
politics because the young do not believe
either in politicians nor in politics. The
young generation does not value voting.
They think that voting is an abstraction,
not leading anywhere, so they prefer to
express themselves with alternative
formulas to politics.”

“I do not have much connection with
politics, I do not know why, maybe it is
because I have a strong connection to
religion. I don’t pay much attention in
politics, only sometimes I comment in
one another thing about politics, in
polemics questions when I can. I
comment only on my social networks
about the latest developments. Nothing
prevents me from doing so, but in
general friends are more aware of these
matters.”

“I think politics has a fundamental role,
generating the basis that govern society
and allow the country to grow
internationally. One of the reasons that
have led young people to move away
from political life, among others, it is
the lack of clarification of the role of
politics and its importance in society.
For many, voting is only one obligation.
We live in an individualistic and
consumerist society, there is a much
greater appreciation of the private
good, than the public good.”

Taking part
6% said that they have attended a political meeting compared to 30% who said that they have
taken part in a debates

8%
Take part in
political meetings

This compares to 33% who
take part in religious
meetings/events and…

28%

30%
Take part in
debates
Q: Which, if any, of the following do you sometimes take part in? BASE: 1,000

who take part in team
sports

Politicians
connecting with
young people

29%

62%

felt confident that they
and their peers could
make themselves heard

Said they would vote if
there was an election
tomorrow

Q: If there was an election tomorrow would you vote? BASE: 1,000
Q: Thinking of any particular issue that you and/or your friends might have strong views about, to what extent do you feel that your voice can be
heard and listened to? BASE: 1,OOO

Why politicians aren’t trusted
When asked why they did not trust politicians, many said that they did not trust politicians because
they made too many empty promises and put their own interests over those of their people.

“I do not put my trust in any
politician. They talk the talk but don’t
do the walk.”
“Young people do not believe in
politicians because they have not made
any eﬀort to gain confidence.”

“Members and the President are
elected by the people, but they will
only act on their own interest,
forgetting that they are there to
represent the will of the people. They
are only concerned with the perks
oﬀered to them.”

“Many young people do not believe in
politicians because the African and
particularly Mozambican politicians, do
not defend the interests of the people.”
“Many young people do not believe in
politicians as I said before for failure to
fulfil its promises and the way of acting in
power.”

Trustworthy politicians?
The majority of young Mozambicans could not think of any politicians who they trust. There were
however, both some national and international, past and present politicians mentioned. Among
them: Nelson Mandela, David Cameron, Samora Machel and Barack Obama.
“The only Politician that
deserves my appreciation has
been Nelson Mandela, and he is
no longer alive. ”
“I appreciate the form of
governance of the former
president Samora Machel, have
not lived in his time but from
what is spoken of him, and I could
study about it, he was a man who
put the concerns of the people
always first and always kept
contact with them.”

“I appreciate your ideas and
proposals, Marshal Samora
Moises Machel, is a hero of
Mozambican politics, he presided
over an epoch of revolution, to
organize and better our country,
and that's what he fought until
the day of his death. His Utopias
are welcome. But for me, there is
no current politician where that I
trust.”

“I trust and esteem the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom David Cameron,
and United Arab Emirates politicians:
they deliver and provide a quality of life
for its inhabitants, at least there the
justice system works, and it’s respected
and enshrined.”
“For me in my country there is no
politician who deserves my appreciation,
because they are afraid to take action to
demonstrate their ideas and abilities;
internationally I appreciate American
President Barack Obama because his
ideas are strong.”

Building trust in politics
In order to gain the trust of young people politicians need to listen to young people’s opinions and
be better at keeping their promises.

“The relationship between young
people and politicians should be
easy to create, and there should be a
bridge of communication between
both, where young people could
express their ideas and if they were
good, should be placed under review
and if optimal get implemented.
There are so many young people
with ideas and even major
initiatives that could make a
diﬀerence in the country, but no
OPPORTUNITY is given to them.”

“To better relate to young people and
gain their trust politicians should build
a bridge of contact with young people
by listening their concerns and their
ideas. They should deliver what they
promised in their manifestos, and use
transparency, accountability and
commitment that would be a big step.
Many of us just want freedom to
express what we think and help the
country on the path to Democracy in
the true sense of the word..”

“First step would be to organize a
government's five-year plan tackling
some of the major concerns aﬀecting
youth such as employment, housing,
education, transportation. Also the
government has to listen to the young
people in finding solutions to the
problems that aﬀect them.”
“Politicians should relate to the young
population giving space for them to
express themselves, and creating job
opportunities”

Looking to
the future…

Factors affecting future quality of
life
57

My country's economic situation

51

The threat of war or terrorism

43

Decisions made by politicians in my country

27

Crime

20

Access to education

19

The global economic situation

17

International crises

15

The state of the environment

12

New developments in technology & internet

11

Development of better transport systems
None of the above

4

Q: Which of the following do you feel will affect your future and the quality of your life? Tick all that apply. BASE: 1,000

Millennials think “the
national economic
situation” will be the top
factor influencing their
future quality of life.

What would they rather be?

26%

23%

Business Owner
or Founder

Academic/
Writer

11%

10%

Musician

Sportsperson

22%

20%

Doctor

Lawyer

19%

Research
Scientist

9%

8%

7%

Politician

Famous
Celebrity

Religious
Leader

Q: You may not want to be any of them but given the following choices, which of the following would you personally rather be? Tick all that apply. BASE: 1,000

Time Travel Activity | their own future
The participants were asked to imagine that they could travel 20-30 years in to the future and
describe what they think their lives would be like. Most hoped to have started a family and be
enjoying a successful career.

“I imagine an elderly retired man
with white beard in a
Mozambique where the
opportunities will be equal for all
regardless of party aﬃliation.”

“I would be a father of a family,
and chemical engineer leading a
normal life in society, working in
a company, firm or even an
NGO.”

“In the future I imagine myself as
a geologist with a lot of
experience and with my own
family.”

“My dream is based on my
chances, my future depends on
me only.”

“Traveling in time, in 20 or 30
years I imagine myself 50 to 60
years old, retired, looking after
my grandchildren with a stable
life, away from the city and a
hobby that will be fishing. ”

Time Travel Activity | Mozambique
When asked what the country might be like in 20-30 years time, there were mixed views on
whether Mozambique improve or deteriorate as a country. However, most hoped Mozambique
would be a more developed an equal country.
“One Mozambique where the
opinions of the parties of the
opposition are also valid. I believe
that what will create this diﬀerent
Mozambique is the constant
search for knowledge of the youth
groups.”
“Although Mozambique is going
through a bad economic situation
I believe in the potential of future
leaders. In the future I imagine
myself as a geologist with a lot of
experience and with own family.
Mozambique could be powerful
country because of its wealth in
minerals and underground
resources, if our governors were to
work seriously.”

“ Mozambique will be a great developed
country, strong economically and
attractive to tourists and investors.
Corruption and tribalism would be
something of the past. Access roads
would change, as well as the
geographical structure of the country,
new districts, localities, administrative
posts, new municipalities would
emerge, and maybe even new provinces.
The main impact of the change would
be the local development, reducing
imports, increasing production and
productivity, mineral resources,
agriculture and water. ”

“The path that Mozambique
follows is uncertain. Mozambican
society lives in the moment and
doesn’t think about tomorrow.
There is no growth or
development .”
“The path that Mozambique
follows is uncertain. Mozambican
society lives in the moment and
doesn’t think about tomorrow.
There is no growth or
development ”

Time Travel Activity | Government
When we asked what the government might be like in 20-30 years time, most hoped for a more
democratic and representative government and thought their would be free and fair electronic
elections.

“The government will be liberal,
democratic and politically inclusive.
The electoral process will be
transparent with no need for it to be
monitored by political parties.”
“I believe that from now if the state
starts to listen to the people and
change situations in the country
accordingly to the wishes of the
people we will have a very bright
future.”

“The elections shall remain a
citizen's right. The CNE and
STAE, will be independent bodies.
And, there will be elections for the
choice of the country governors.”

“I imagine one government in the
assembly of the republic that
truly represents the people, a
government in where the public
institutions really serve the
people. I imagine a very
transparent electoral process
without intimidation, fair and
using the voting electronic
system.”

Voting

Factors contributing to voting
decision
34

What I think/know about the leaders of each party

29

News/current affairs on TV
Seeing/hearing interviews with the candidates

28

Reading the political manifesto of candidates

28

What I think/know about the candidates standing for election
in my local area

24
17

News/current affairs on the radio

15

Articles in newspapers and magazines

14

The views of my family & friends
Meeting a political candidate
Online articles/blogs

Views about the leaders of
each party was seen as the
key factor along with
knowledge of what the
individual parties stand for.

11
10

Q: If you did vote, which of the following factors would contribute to your decision as to who to vote for? Tick all that apply. BASE: 794

The views of my friends

Means they would use to start a
political campaign (‘extremely useful’ %)
If they were to start their own campaign, Mozambican millennials would be more likely to focus their
efforts on social media or by holding peaceful demonstrations.
Holding a peaceful demonstration

38%

Using social networks such as Facebook, Twitter etc.

38%
30%

Appearing on TV or radio
Getting a well-known personality to back your campaign
(such as a recording artist or comedian)

28%

Handing in a petition to the government

24%

Putting on an event such as a concert or festival with
talks as well as bands

24%
11%

Creating a YouTube video
Contacting my local MP
Other (Please state)

5%
4%

Q: If you and/or your friends wanted to start a campaign to bring about change, which of the following do you think would be very useful? Tick
all that apply. BASE: 1,000

What would they do differently?
When asked what they would do differently if they were to run a political campaign, millennials said
they would mostly use more traditional forms of media to communicate with people such as TV and
radio. They would make sure to listen to people and get as many people as possible to join their
campaign.
“I would fight for the voice of the
people and decentralization. I would
encourage the participation of
ordinary citizens in making decisions
local decisions. In my campaign I
would use advertisements on TV,
Radio and all communication
agencies. I will organize public
hearings, so that there would be
general participation.”

“In order to convince people I would keep
myself open to all questions of voters,
would create platforms on social networks
so that people can be in contact with me at
any time, strictly abide by the existing
laws regarding the election campaign,
maintain transparency throughout the
electoral process and opt for an approach
that identifies me as someone who is of the
people and who wants to work for the
people, and will always considers the
concerns of the people to come first.”

“We need to organize in a way in which we
can create a fair and eﬀective campaign,
campaign without links to political parties
since we lack a strong opposition. We need
to think of an eﬀective campaign including
the whole society, because so far the
information means necessary to awaken
people are not spread throughout the
country but more concentrated in the
capital.”

THe ‘ideal’ candidate
When we asked who their ideal candidate was, many said that gender and clothing didn’t matter,
however most wanted the politician to be slightly older than themselves, preferably over 35. What was
most important to them was the personality of the politician.

“My ideal candidate would be of any
gender and below I will be mentioning
the personality and virtues. Ideal age
between 45-55 years old, age of
maturity and will now best about the
future. I support the decentralization
of powers. It wouldn’t matter where he
lived Manica or Sofala or Maputo. My
candidate would dress maybe in pieces
made of capulana (our identity). He
would have a personality of someone
highly responsible, making the right
decisions also accepting criticism in
order to coordinate their failures.”

“The people would value his/her
conduct, competence, humility and
eﬀorts to make the country a better
place. It could be hard to please
Greeks and Trojans, and his/her
weakness would be perhaps how to
satisfy and please the
representatives of the opposition
party. I feel happy and proud to have
a candidate that takes into account
people's concerns and will fight for
unification and wellbeing of
everybody in my country.”

“She would present herself simply but
well dressed. No much in adornment
objects. She would be humble above all,
sincere and no false modesty. She
would be very charismatic and at the
same time have strong hand, grip and
strength. Weekends she would dedicate
her time to leisure, but not leaving
aside entrepreneurship, when needed.
Humility would be one of her
weaknesses. And because of this some
people maybe abusing this fact. I would
be very happy to have a candidate like
this in which we could rely.”

The issues
that matter

High Priority for Public Spending
(%)
55

Education

52

Healthcare

45

Job creation

20

Poverty

18

Environment, food, rural affairs

12

Transport

11

Housing

10

Business, Science & Technology

9

Defence
State pensions

2

Q: Imagine that you were in government. Please select up to three areas you would give most priority to? BASE: 1,000

Job creation, education
and healthcare topped the
list of priorities for
Mozambican millennials.

31%
believed in the
importance of equality
of sexual orientation in
society

Q: Which of the following statements do you agree with? Tick all that apply. BASE: 1,000

55%
believed in the
importance of equality
for all genders in
society

Q: Which of the following statements do you agree with? Tick all that apply. BASE: 1,000

The issues that matter
The main issues for Mozambican millennials were the state of the economy and levels of political
tension and corruption. Many thought that solving the tensions between the government and military
and corruption within politics, would help solve most other issues the country faces.
“A lack of transparency and corruption
are some of the main problems of the
country at present; I believe that the fight
against corruption would solve most of
the problems facing our country. We also
have a list of problems that should be
solved like eradicating poverty,
unemployment and improving the quality
and standard of living. The problems that
my friends are concerned about are for
sure unemployment, corruption,
diﬃculties in access to financing their
projects and the increase of the standard
of living.”

“Poverty is a reality in our country,
and the situation in which we find
ourselves, will worsen in days to
come, if not we change the scenery...”
“The first point our government
should focus is the issue of political
tension, using all means and
mechanisms for peace to be a reality.
When I speak of peace, I do not speak
only of the silencing of guns.”

“I think that first we should be
concerned in solving the public debt
issues, that is aﬄicting our people.
The Mozambican economy is
collapsing, the devaluation of our
currency and investors continue to
give up on us, because of the lack of
credibility in our representatives.”

The issues that matter cont.
Other issues young Mozambicans worried about were the state of the economy and the delivery of
public services, such as education, healthcare and infrastructure.

“The problems that myself and people in
my age are concerned about are various
such as: the future of the country facing
the new economic environment, people
living in extreme poverty, and the
memory of floods and famine the
country has passed.”
“Education. There are still millions of
people and children who aren't
educated, too few schools, education too
expensive, lack of teachers; and this is
our future.”

“The main problems that our
representatives should pay more
attention to are the matters of
health, agriculture, transport and
education. They should be concerned
to create stable conditions in health
and education because this is the
human capital base needed to help
solve problems, which require a
higher level of knowledge, so we can
be finding solutions to the problems
we face. It is clear that other areas
are important, but the base will
always be education as the solution
for the most of our problems.”

“We have problems in education; we
have had improvements but still not
enough, because the only
government concern has been to
extend the non - inclusive school
system in my community. For
example in my community there are
several children with hearing and
visual disabilities (Braille and sign
language) who do not attend school,
because the school nearer to them
does not meet such teaching
conditions.”

Politicians/Political
parties

Write a letter to your local mp
“Dear President,
You don’t know me certainly, I am a young man of this beautiful Mozambique that you head, I live in the suburb of Maputo called
“3rd of February” the date that celebrates our national heroes.
I participated with enthusiasm in the 2015 elections where the dearest president was consecrated winner. I was thrilled when I
heard the speech of the President saying that the people were “his boss”. All Mozambicans deposited their vote and consequently
their hopes on your government.
However it is not to talk about your arrival in power that I am I writing to you.
I have noticed with great sadness that there have not been improvements in same areas:
1) Area of education
I received with great pleasure the discourse of the new minister of education promising to bring us some change, but for our dislike
in the first year we were crowned with a plague of massive failures that aﬀected all students nationwide. This event made me
question the extent to which our education system will contribute to the development of our country?
In the past the government has created the opening of primary and secondary schools all over the country and this cheered us,
because the government was delivering his commitment of expanding education! What makes me angry today President it is the
inaccessibility of schools built for children with disabilities, or would the government want education to be only for children
without disabilities? You the President have signed and ratified the international convention on the rights of persons with
disabilities but still continue not to train teachers accordingly, there is no inclusive education. Why have you not continued the
works of the first president Samora Moises Machel Frelimo?”

Awareness of political parties (%)
FRELIMO

63

MDM

44

RENAMO

38

PDD

22

PIMO

21

PT

13

PAHUMO

13

PEC-MT

6

PLD

5

Awareness was relatively low for most parties
Q: Which, if any, of the following political party coalitions are you aware of? Tick all that apply. BASE: 1,000

Awareness of politicians (%)
Filipe Jacinto Nyusi

74

Afonso Macacho Marceta Dhlakama

54

Daviz Mbepo Simango

53
32

Raul Manuel Domingos
Jacob Neves Salomao Sibindy

18

Joao Pedro Massango

8

Miguel Rafael Simbine Mabote

8

Cornelio Quivela

3

Caetano Sabile

3

Q: Which, if any, of the following political party coalitions are you aware of? Tick all that apply. BASE: 1,000

Important qualities for an
elected politician (%)
Honesty & Trustworthiness

52

A stance against corruption

35

Ability to listen to others

35

Good in a crisis

28

Intelligence

23

Ethics

19

Political experience

14

An understanding of younger people

9

Ability to be firm
Ability to come across well on TV & Radio

9
7

Q: What qualities from the following list should an elected politician possess? Please select up to three qualities you believe are the most
important? BASE: 1,000

Electoral reform

Institutions they feel represent
them (%)
39

Assembly of the Republic

30

African Union

17

Town/ Village Council

10

Municipality

Regional Assembly

4

Q: As a citizen of Senegal, which of the following institutions do you feel represents your voice? BASE: 1,000

Should it be made compulsory to
vote?
Don’t
Know

10%
Yes

40%

No

49%

Q: Do you think that it should be made compulsory, by law, to vote at a general election? BASE: 1,000

44%
Of those aged 16-20
said “yes” - voting
should be made
compulsory

Women in politics
There was strong support for an increase in female politicians. Nearly all (90%) female
millennials in Mozambique thought there should be more women in politics, this compares
to 70% of millennial males who said the same.

24

“There should be a more women in politics”

Yes

No

Q: Thinking of the current gender balance in politics, do you think there should be more women politicians? BASE: 1,000

