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methodology
AudienceNet conducted an initial
online survey amongst 1,000 15-34
year old Bulgarian residents and a
week-long, moderated, online
dialogue with 40 Bulgarian
Millennials, segmented as follows:
the politically engaged; the
mainstream and the politically
disaﬀected.

The sample was recruited to be
nationally representative of all
Bulgarian Millennials in terms of: age;
geographical region; household income
and educational attainment levels.

Interest & engagement
with politics

Most young people in bulgaria are
happy and optimistic…

88%

76%

Are generally happy
with their lives

Are optimistic about
their future

…But interest in politics is low
Very
interested

15%

Fairly
interested

34%

Not at all
interested

17%

15%
said they were “very
interested” in politics

34%

Not that
interested

Music & film top the list of interests
(Net %: very interested / fairly interested)
90

Film

88

New Technology

86

Using social media
Reading

83

Cinema

82
74

Taking part in sport

72

Cooking

66

Exercise
Gaming

60

Theatre

60

Festivals

49

Watching sport

49

Politics

49

Religion

33

Taking an interest in politics is also
not seen as being important
(Rank in order of importance)

1

Being in good health

10

Having my voice heard

2

Being happy

11

The well-being of society in general

3

Having leisure time

12

Equality in society

4

Being free to do and say what I want

13

Contributing to society

5

Being successful

14

Taking an interest in music

6

Spending time with family

15

Being connected to friends via social media

7

Making money

16

Being involved with my local community

8

Spending time with friends

17

Taking an interest in politics

9

Helping others

Generation gap

66%
feel that their generation
is less interested in
politics than their
parents’ or
grandparents’ generation
17% think the reverse

Why are so few young people
interested in politics?
When we asked why their generation was less interested in politics, the primary factors cited were the
high level of corruption, not believing that their voices will be heard and a feeling of being unable to
change the current status quo.

“Bulgarian ‘politicians’ are unqualified and
unwilling to work in the best interest of the
citizens, who have chosen them, and the
reason for that is mainly because they have
become more involved with business deals,
rather than with their real duties as political
representatives. While this malpractice lasts,
the young generation will never learn to trust
them and will remain uninterested in the
political life of their country.’’

“The young people have no
interest in politics whatsoever,
because they are aware of the
common and destructive
practices of corruption and
nepotism, that characterize the
situation in the Bulgarian
Parliament.’’

“Why young people are not
interested? Because they think
that their opinion won’t be
heard and they can’t change
anything in our dear
homeland.”

Why are so few young people
interested in politics? (Cont.)
Others argued that many of the country’s young people could be split in to two groups: those who
just care about their own day-to-day lives and live for the weekend and those who could
potentially be interested in engaging more with politics but are so disillusioned that they are either
planning to move abroad or resigned to living in Bulgaria without a voice in politics.
“Politics is a dirty business. In Bulgaria,
politicians seek to fill their pockets, to
watch their own interests and they don’t
care about society. Since as long as I can
remember corrupt politicians have
ruled us and unfortunately in the future
I see no alternative. And why young
people are not interested in politics perhaps because nothing excites them.
The important thing is to have folk
music, alcohol and parties. Those who
care about politics have long left the
country...”

“Some young people are not interested
in anything else but going out drinking
on Friday night and have fun until
Monday comes… The second group of
young people, I will call them the
‘’intelligent’’, have learned in the last 25
years that their voice does not really
mean anything… These citizens are so
distrustful of the politicians and the
laws of the country that they cannot
even start to think of taking part in the
Bulgarian political life.”

“The lack of interest of the young
generation in politics comes as a result
of the apathy that the Bulgarian
political representatives purposefully
forced upon them in order to indirectly
make them refrain from voting and
thus leave the election process to
uneducated and even illiterate people,
who are unfit to make this important
choice.’’

Taking part
7% said that they have attended a political meeting compared 19% said that they have taken
part in a protest/demonstration

7%
Take part in
political meetings

This compares to 7% who
take part in religious
meetings/events and…

33%

19%
Take part in
protests/demonstrations

who take part in team
sports

Politicians
connecting with
young people

12%
felt confident that they
and their peers could
make themselves heard

60%
think very few, if any,
politicians encourage
young people to get
involved in politics

% agreeing with statements
84% of Bulgarian
millennials think
that politicians
ignore the views
of young people.

The views of young
people are largely
ignored by most
politicians

Most politicians are
more concerned with
older people than
younger people

Most politicians
want to control
and restrict
young people

84%

54%

63%

Most politicians
want the best
possible future
for young people

The views of young
people are greatly
valued by most
politicians

Most politicians are
more concerned with
younger people than
older people

17%

16%

15%

Looking to
the future…

Factors affecting future quality of
life (‘Very big eﬀect’ or ‘some eﬀect’ %)
The national economic situation

91

Access to education

89
88

The state of the environment
The global economic situation

85

New developments in technology and connected devices

85

Decisions made by politicians in this country

83

Crime

83

The threat or reality of wars

82

Development of better transit systems

81

International crises

80
78

Decisions made by my local municipality/local authority
Further development of the internet and social networking

75

International political decisions

74

Immigration

74

Terrorism

70

Millennials think “the
national economic
situation” will be the top
factor influencing their
future quality of life.

What would they rather be?

49%

6%

10%

6%

4%

Business Owner
or Founder

Sportsperson

Research
Scientist

Famous
Celebrity

Musician

3%

5%

7%

5%

4%

1%

Writer

Doctor

Academic

Lawyer

Politician

Religious
Leader

Time Travel Activity | their own future
We asked the participants to imagine that they could travel 20-30 years in to the future and
describe what they think their lives will be like. While there were a few pessimistic comments,
most people hope that they will have happy, peaceful and successful lives with their family in
Bulgaria.
“In 20-30 years I will be a
successful woman, satisfied with
my career, with a grown-up son,
who makes me proud every day
and has the opportunity to work
in his dream job in the field of his
choice, earning enough money to
live a happy and successful life in
Bulgaria.’’

“Ideally, I would be able to retire
and receive a decent pension for
a peaceful life, and most
importantly- I would have the
chance to see my daughter and
her family every day, instead of
crying over her picture every
night while waiting impatiently
for the next time she comes home
from abroad.’’

“In 20-30 years I will be
married, with lots of children,
who have received a high-class
education and have well-paid
jobs, and hopefully have all of my
friends, who are now living
abroad, returning to Bulgaria,
because they see a chance to live
a peaceful life here.”

Time Travel Activity | Bulgaria
When we asked what the country might be like in 20-30 years time, most people expect Bulgaria
to be a well-known European country with properly working economic, health, and education
systems, supported by successful law enforcement procedures and better job opportunities for
the younger generation.

“I see a changed country, with
changed citizens, who are willing
to express their opinions, know
and fight for their rights, who are
well-educated, successful, wellbehaved and happy in their own
country.’’

“I see a better working healthcare
system, with no closed hospitals due
to lack of government funding, with
no lack of specialists in diﬀerent
fields, with devoted and welleducated and well-paid doctors,
with enough funding for people with
diﬀerent diseases and for the
elderly, because a successful
healthcare system is the backbone of
a country.’’

“A solid education system, with
young and enthusiastic
teachers, which provides
practical skills to the students,
through diﬀerent internships
and placements schemes,
ensuring them an easier and
more successful future career
development.”

Time Travel Activity | Government
When we asked what the government might be like in 20-30 years time, most people were
optimistic that a smaller, younger, smarter, more responsible government (elected with a better/
more transparent online voting system) will have won the battles with corruption, poverty, crime etc.

“I imagine the government with
fewer politicians, who are young,
intelligent, well-educated, motivated
and trustworthy, who meet with the
ordinary citizens on a regular basis
to discuss their work so far, hear out
the opinion of the people, propose
diﬀerent solutions, and also get
actively involved in the social
networks to ensure solid contact
with the young generation.’’

“I imagine eﬀective, transparent,
and mandatory election process,
with the requirements for the
voters to have at least primary
education, and to be literate; to
have an online voting system, with
fewer political parties to chose
from; to have a system, where no
one can sell votes, and there is no
corruption.’’

“The change will only come from
one place - the people.
Government won’t change itself,
or at least not in its current form.
The internet is now powerful and
accessible enough to allow
decisions to be taken by people,
not just by a small group of
selected non-professionals.
Elections, for the same reasons,
should take place over the
internet.”

Voting

If there was an election
tomorrow…
4

71%

Said that they would
vote …

GERB - 'Citizens for European
Development of Bulgaria'

4 1

The Reformist Block

8

Other (Please state)
Patriotic Front

9
49

Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP)
Attack (Ataka)

10

Alternative for Bulgarian Revival
(ABV)
16

Movement for Rights and
Freedoms

Key reasons for not
wanting to vote

1

2

3

4

5

Lack of trust in

All parties and

They don’t think

politicians are

They do not like
any of the

They don’t

politicians

support current

their vote would

the same

political options

political system

make a difference

Are they currently registered to
vote for the next election?
Don’t
know

14%
no

69%

12%

Of those living in the
South East region
said they are
registered to vote

74%
yes

Key factors that might encourage
an interest in voting

#1

If I trusted
politicians
more

#2

If my vote
really made a
difference

Why politicians aren’t trusted
The main reasons why politicians generally aren’t trusted are because they have continuously let
people down by not living up to their promises and they don’t listen to citizens’ needs and
problems. It was also argued that most politicians are unqualified for the positions they hold, and
that their main goal is to receive their unjustifiably high remunerations rather than working for the
people.
“Young people do not trust the
government because they say what we
want to hear... yet their words remain
in the past and they do nothing. I can’t
think of a single trustworthy politician
because I do not remember there being
a politician who has improved
something for the development and
future of the country.”

“For the last 25 years, a lot of political
parties have come to power, but the
approach has stayed the same - each
one gives empty promises for a
happier and easier life, while in fact
at a later point it becomes obvious
that none of the those promises and
plans will be followed through and
achieved - the citizens were lied to yet
again.’’

“The diﬀerence (in income) is
outrageous - the average wage
is around 600lv, while each
politician earns as much as
4000-5000lv each month!’’

Trustworthy politicians?
The majority of the participants could not think of any politicians who they trust. The politicians
who were mentioned as being relatively trustworthy were Lilyana Pavlova (Minister of Regional
Development), Kristalina Georgieva (Vice-President of the European Commission) and some
foreign politicians such as US President Barack Obama.

“Unfortunately, no politician has
left the impression of working for
the good of the people, or to be
working at all for that matter.’’

“Kristalina Georgieva, with her
very successful career, she
brings inspiration to the young
Bulgarian generation and with
her hard work and
professionalism, she
contributes to building a good
reputation for the country
within the European
institutions.’’

“Miss Pavlova is one of the few
politicians, who is highly respected
even in her own political party,
upholds the promises she gives to
the public, listens and caters to the
needs of the citizens, and whenever
there is any emergency or disaster
in the country, she is always on site
- this shows her devotion to the
citizens and their wellbeing!’’

Building Trust in politics
Ideas for how politicians could better connect with younger people and win their trust included
more frequent interactions between the politicians and the young generation, listening and taking
an interest in their problems, asking for their opinions on different issues, keeping their political
promises and striving to be better role-models for the young people. It was also argued that
younger politicians would be better able to build trust.
“It would be quite beneficial for the
politicians to get involved in the
university life of the students - to
hold lectures in schools and
universities on various topics, to
give motivational speeches at
graduate ceremonies, to organize
projects, to which the students can
contribute with their ideas and
suggestions.’’

“In my opinion it would be best if
subjects related to politics, economics,
society were studied in schools; also if
the politicians organized diﬀerent
seminars, where the young people
would be able to meet the politicians in
person, and also if the internet was
used as a platform for creating
diﬀerent forums and ad campaigns
with the purpose of inspiring the
interest of the youth.’’

“It would be beneficial for there to
be a certain age at which the
politicians should be laid oﬀ so that
new job opportunities in the
Parliament open for the young
generation to pursue - those
vacancies would ensure a chance
for the bright and motivated young
people to fight for a better future.’’

Factors contributing to voting
decision (% ‘Great Extent’ or ‘Some Extent)
83

What I think/know about the prospective presidents
What I think/know about the local candidates

77

Seeing/hearing interviews with the candidates

76

News/current affairs on TV

71

Reading the political manifesto of candidates

70
67

Meeting a political candidate
Meeting a party campaigner/representative

64

News/current affairs on the radio

64
58

Online articles/blogs
Articles in newspapers and magazines

53

Social networks - Twitter, Facebook etc.

53

The views of my parents

53
49

The views of my friends

47

The views of my brothers/sisters

41

YouTube Videos
Posters & leaflets in support of the candidates

Views	
  about	
  the	
  leaders	
  of	
  
each	
  party	
  was	
  seen	
  as	
  the	
  
key	
  factor.	
  Social	
  media	
  and	
  
other	
  online	
  factors	
  were	
  
fairly	
  low	
  down	
  the	
  list	
  as	
  
millennials	
  expect	
  the	
  main	
  
campaigns	
  to	
  take	
  place	
  using	
  
tradi;onal	
  media	
  (TV	
  and	
  
radio)	
  

30
The views of my friends

Means they would use to start a
political campaign (‘extremely useful’ %)
If	
  they	
  were	
  to	
  start	
  their	
  own	
  campaign,	
  however,	
  Bulgarian	
  millennials	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  focus	
  their	
  
eﬀorts	
  on	
  social	
  media	
  
49

Social networks such as Facebook, Twitter etc

44

Appearing on TV or radio

39

Getting a well-known personality to back your campaign

35

Putting on an event such as a concert with talks

31

Creating a YouTube video

26

Holding a peaceful demonstration

25

Promoting a dedicated app

24

Contacting my local MP
Stickers/Posters

23

Holding a disruptive demonstration

23
21

Handing a petition to the government
Graffiti

11

Preferred message For encouraging
more younger people to vote…
Younger people need to vote - it’s their future

“

Voting really does make a diﬀerence

“

Voting is your responsibility

“

54% “
26% “
21% “

WHAT WOULD THEY DO DIFFERENTLY?
If the Bulgarian millennials were involved with starting a new political campaign themselves, they
would reach out to ordinary citizens (online and face-to-face) and listen to their concerns on a regular
basis. They believe there is no need for expensive and extensive political campaigns – actions speak
louder than words (e.g. demonstrating results and transparency even before even being elected).

“I would start oﬀ on a local level, meet
with my fellow citizens, discuss their
problems and suggestions, personally
involve in their lives- e.g. if someone is
having issues on their workplace, I
will go and spend a day at work with
him - it is all about showing
motivation and devotion to the
community and its needs… the thing I
would do diﬀerently is to use
moderate humour - people are tired of
the serious and angry faces.”

“If I was campaigning, I would try to
achieve active participation of the
ordinary citizens in the political life
of the country- e.g. I would have the
public to join the politicians in
important political debates in the
parliament, and also have an online
feedback form at the end of each
month for the citizens to grade the
politicians’ work on a regular basis.’’

“For my campaign, I would
particularly focus on social networks,
meetings with young people, and
being a guest on meaningful
programs on television. All posters,
concerts, t-shirts, promotional
material for me are unnecessary
expense - the money can go for much
more meaningful goals. Trust is built
though action. Instead of expensive
political campaigns, the money could
be used to help people in need.”

Poster Campaign
We asked the respondents to work together to develop ideas for posters that would encourage young
people to get engaged with politics.
They generally favoured more informal, clear and
approachable language, although it was stressed that
there is a balance between the need to be formal
enough to convey serious nature of the issues but also
youthful / engaging enough so as not be boring.
Several people said they wanted to be spoken to as
equals.
In terms of imagery, many people thought that it is
important to include the picturesque Bulgarian
landscape and its historical monuments. Others
thought positive images of people working together or
pictures of successful and inspirational Bulgarians
would help promote the need for political engagement
and the need for equality

Here are some more of the top rated suggestions:

Let’s clean the dirt
I voted! what about you?
DEPENDS ON YOU! DEPENDS ON ME!
DEPENDS ON US!
Your future is in your hands!
Stay in Bulgaria and fight for it’s
future

Тhe ‘ideal’ candidate
Many of the participants said that gender doesn’t really matter, although a small majority said their ideal candidate
would be a man.
The participants saw the candidate falling within the age range of 30-45, because it is important for the candidate to
have some non-political experience but young enough to understand their generation.
Most of the participants say that the place of residence of the candidate is not that important, but for some of them a
candidate, who has previously lived abroad will be able to make a more valuable contribution to the politics of the
country with his/her experience.
According to the participants, the ideal candidate is well groomed, wearing simple, smart and fashionable clothes.
The candidate would be educated, smart, motivated, determined, honest, noble, humble, committed, opinionated,
creative, communicative, open-minded, warm-hearted and responsible.
The ideal candidate would use his /her spare time to be with his/her family, because for him/her family comes first.
In terms of weaknesses, the candidate may want to please everyone or they might be too credulous/gullible, too
committed, too kind, too easily manipulated, too honest or too impatient.

The issues
that matter

High Priority for Public Spending
(%)
Healthcare

96

Education

95

Job creation

94
90

Poverty
Environment, food, rural affairs

88

Energy

88

Science and technology

87

Business, innovation & skills

86

Emergency services (prisons, justice etc)

79

Foreign aid / international development

78

Transport

78

State pensions

78

Culture, media & sport

77
75

Income support & housing benefits
Communities & Local government
Housing
Defence

70
69
66

Healthcare, Education and
Job Creation were
considered to be the top
priorities for government
spending.

77%
believed in the
importance of equality
in gender and sexual orientation in society

WHAT SHOULD POLITICIANS WORK TOWARDS? (%)
To what extent do they deliver on the following? (%)
Improving and maintaining good medical care

95
25
95

Improving and maintaining good educational facilities
Ensuring the best possible future for young people

30
94
24
93

Putting the people of Bulgaria first

23

Ensuring the well-being of the elderly

23

93
92

Investing in technology

34
90

Forging closer ties with the rest of Europe

40

Ensuring equality of opportunities for all, regardless of
age, gender, sexual-orientation and ethnicity

88
31

Ensuring that Bulgaria plays its part on the world stage

22

Building and maintaining a strong military force

22

78

THE ISSUES THAT MATTER
When asked to talk about which issues are the most talked about in recent times, the key topics
discussed were unemployment, low wages, high living costs, failing healthcare system and an
unsatisfactory education system.

“I know at least 7-8 colleagues from
my (university) faculty that are
jobless and the problem is rooted in
the lack of connection between the
government and the universities there are no internship or placement
schemes provided by the
universities.’’

“My boyfriend works 12 hours every
day at a mall, 5 days a week, and his
wage is 400lv, while the rent for a
one bedroom flat goes as high as
500-600lv a month, excluding
utilities! This is unbearable!’’

“Since all of the qualified doctors
have emigrated due to the low wages
they receive in Bulgaria, my child,
who had a serious injury on the
head, was sent home to rest and
watch some TV, while in fact it
needed stitches and was not
supposed to watch TV at all!’’

THE ISSUES THAT MATTER (Cont.)
Other topics that were mentioned frequently were Roma and other minorities in the country, low child
benefit and emigration of young people to other European countries. Poor / selective law enforcement
was also an issue that young Bulgarian feel strongly.
“They (gypsies and other minorities) are
uneducated, unfit and unwilling to work,
they live oﬀ of the Bulgarian citizens, who
are obliged to cover their bills and at the
same time have to put up with constant
cases of thefts and robberies, and what is
worse - they sell their votes to diﬀerent
political parties and thus stay in the way
of a fair and unbiased political election
process.’’

“The Bulgarian government is
completely detached and
uninterested in the problems of the
mothers in the country - child
benefit that go as low as 17,5 €
cannot be found in any other
European country!’’

“To me the biggest problem of Bulgaria is the
demographic problem of young, intelligent
and motivated people, that emigrate mostly
to Western European countries, where they
will have a real opportunity to find a wellpaid job and live a fulfilling, successful life,
while if they stayed in Bulgaria they would
most probably not be able to work in the field
of their choice and will get paid up to four
times lower than what they could earn in
other countries! Who wants to live like this?’’

Do they feel able to do anything
about these issues?
The majority of the participants commented that they feel unable to do anything about the issues on
their own. However, there was some cause for optimism that, through education, the younger
generations might - if they can work together - be able to slowly start to bring about the necessary
changes.
“Changing the system would
require a lot of concentration,
determination, expertise and
quite a lot of work, and it will
happen slowly, but if everyone
adopts the idea, success will
come!’’

“We, as young and bright people, can
make a change - what we have done in
my school is held discussions and
seminars on topics such as how to be
more concentrated and motivated,
more involved in politics, in
economics. We have also organised
courses on professional orientation,
and have applied for European
funding of a project aiming at making
our school a place that the pupils want
to be in.’’

“We, the citizens, cannot change the
system on our own. However, what we
can do is to contribute to bringing about
the wind of change by raising our
children, the new generation of the
country, with high values and beliefs,
with a sense of responsibility and a sense
of justice and fairness, because they are
the future of Bulgaria, that can make a
real change!’’

Politicians /
Political parties

Awareness of political parties
GERB - 'Citizens for European Development of
Bulgaria'

97

Attack (Ataka)

96

Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP)

95

Movement for Rights and Freedoms

90

The Reformist Block

88

Alternative for Bulgarian Revival (ABV)
Patriotic Front

Awareness was fairly high for all the top parties

85
81

Awareness of politicians (%)
Mr. Boyko Borissov, Chairman of GERB, Prime Minister

93

Mr Rosen Plevneliev, President

91

Mr. Volen Siderov, Chairman of Attack

89

Mr. Georgi Parvanov, Chairman of ABV

88

Mr. Sergei Stanishev, Ex Bulgarian Prime Minister

87

Mr. Lyutvi Mestan, Movement for Rights and Freedoms

85

Mr. Mihail Mikov, Chairman of the BSP

66

Mr. Radan Kanev, Democrats for Strong Bulgaria

61

Mr. Angel Djambazki, Member of the European Parliament

52

Mrs Margarita Stefanova Popova, Vice President

48

Mr. Valeri Simeonov, Patriotic Front

43

Mr. Vladislav Goranov - Minister of Finance

36

Mr. Dragomir Stoynev, Bulgarian Socialist Party

24

Mr. Dimitar Nikolov, mayor of Bourgas, GERB

21

Mr. Daniel Mitov, Minister of Foreign Affairs

19

Mr. Kiril Dobrev, BSP

17

Mr. Georgi Harizanov, CEO of the Institute of Right Politics

14

Mr. Momchil Nekov, BSP
Mr. Gueorg Georgiev, Chairman of MGERB

13
6

Proportion who like each politician
Mr. Boyko Borissov, Chairman of GERB, Prime Minister

34

Mr Rosen Plevneliev, President

18

Mr. Volen Siderov, Chairman of Attack

8

Mr. Georgi Parvanov, Chairman of ABV

20

Mr. Sergei Stanishev, Ex Bulgarian Prime Minister
Mr. Lyutvi Mestan, Movement for Rights and Freedoms

5
2

Mr. Mihail Mikov, Chairman of the BSP

4

Mr. Radan Kanev, Democrats for Strong Bulgaria

11

Mr. Angel Djambazki, Member of the European Parliament

11

Mrs Margarita Stefanova Popova, Vice President

8

Mr. Valeri Simeonov, Patriotic Front

6

Mr. Vladislav Goranov - Minister of Finance
Mr. Dragomir Stoynev, Bulgarian Socialist Party

4
2

Mr. Dimitar Nikolov, mayor of Bourgas, GERB

9

Mr. Daniel Mitov, Minister of Foreign Affairs

2

Mr. Kiril Dobrev, BSP

2

Mr. Georgi Harizanov, CEO of the Institute of Right Politics

1

Mr. Momchil Nekov, BSP

1

Mr. Gueorg Georgiev, Chairman of MGERB

1

Which party scores the highest for…
Understanding	
  Young	
  People	
  

31

Being	
  Believable	
  In	
  What	
  They	
  Say	
  

Being	
  Open	
  And	
  Honest	
  

26

10

20

Having	
  The	
  Right	
  Ideas	
  To	
  Improve	
  Life	
  in	
  Bulgaria	
  

Having	
  The	
  Wrong	
  Ideas	
  To	
  Improve	
  Life	
  in	
  
Bulgaria	
  

13

7

4

5

4 1 5

4 31 5

3

11

5

28

16

3 4 2 4 2

17

28

3

32

13

13

45

4 1 5 3

10

GERB	
  -‐	
  'Ci;zens	
  for	
  European	
  Development	
  of	
  Bulgaria'	
  
ATack	
  (Ataka)	
  
Movement	
  for	
  Rights	
  and	
  Freedoms	
  
Alterna;ve	
  for	
  Bulgarian	
  Revival	
  (ABV)	
  
Don´t	
  Know	
  

18

13

31

11

13

15

The	
  Reformist	
  Block	
  
Bulgarian	
  Socialist	
  Party	
  (BSP)	
  
Patrio;c	
  Front	
  
None	
  of	
  them	
  

18

Important qualities for
an elected politician (%)
Honesty

96

Intelligence

96

Ethics

95

A stance against corruption

95

Ability to be firm

94

Ability to think quickly

94

Good in a crisis

94

An understanding of younger people

94

Ability to listen to others

94

Non-political experience (e.g. in business, academia, science etc)

86

Caring nature

82

Political experience

77

Ability to come across well on TV & Radio

72

Ability to keep up with the latest technologies
Sense of humour
Good looks

71
61
56

Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
GERB (Citizens for european
development of bulgaria)

The reformist bloc

Bulgarian socialist
party (BSP)

Attack (Ataka)

Movement for Rights
and freedoms

Patriotic front

40
27

15

21
8

10

honesty

20 18

30

34
20

13

26

intelligence

33

Alternative for
Bulgarian Revival

34
20

25
10

10

ethics

21 23

32
17

9

26 20 25 21

A stance against
corruption

There appears to be comparatively little faith in the political parties on ethical
issues. Each party has a rather low rating for honesty, ethics and a stance
against corruption, with GERB marginally ahead of other main parties
Base: those aware of that party

Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
GERB (Citizens for european
development of bulgaria)

The reformist bloc

Bulgarian socialist
party (BSP)

Attack (Ataka)

Movement for Rights
and freedoms

Patriotic front

42

40
25 21 25 25 25 23

Ability to be firm

27
26 23 29
17 23

Ability to think
quickly

Alternative for
Bulgarian Revival

37

36
17

11

20

10

18

19

17

Good in a crisis

30
10

13

22 19

An understanding
of younger people

GERB was also rated relatively highly for the next most
important qualities, with particularly strong leads for
having an ability to be firm and being good in a crisis.
Base: those aware of that party

Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
GERB (Citizens for European
development of bulgaria)

The reformist bloc

Bulgarian socialist
party (BSP)

Attack (Ataka)

Movement for Rights
and freedoms

Patriotic front

Alternative for
Bulgarian Revival

49 45

46

34
20

27
12

10

19

ability to listen to
others

27

32

20

29

16

25 30

Non-‐Political
experience

26

18

11

21

10

30 27

18 20

Caring nature

38
20 21

Political
experience

As expected, the parties with experience of government: the
BSP, GERB and ABV are seen as having political experience.
Base: those aware of that party

Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
GERB (Citizens for european
development of bulgaria)

The reformist bloc

Bulgarian socialist
party (BSP)

Attack (Ataka)

Movement for Rights
and freedoms

Patriotic front

50
34

23

33
15

25

33

Ability to come across well
on TV & Radio

Alternative for
Bulgarian Revival

49

41
22

29
13

14

21 20

Ability to keep up
with the latest
technologies

46
20

11

22

11

18

Sense of humour

19

31

34
18

16

26 29

Good looks

On various aspects of communication, Gerb comes out ahead, with the
BSP, ABV and and the Reformist Bloc on similar ratings behind them.
Base: those aware of that party

Electoral reform

What would encourage more people
to vote? (% ‘Very significantly encourage…’ or ‘Would go some way to encouraging…’)
YOUNG BULGARIANS SHOW GREAT CONFIDENCE IN THE POWER OF CONNECTED TECHNOLOGY AND
ONLINE VOTING TO INCREASE PARTICIPATION. THERE IS ALSO SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT FOR EXTENDING
THE LOCATIONS WHERE ONE CAN VOTE AND SOME MINOR SUPPORT FOR PROLONGING ELECTIONS.

If it were possible to vote online
via a secure app and/or website

89%

If it were possible to vote at a lot more places such
as in shopping malls, libraries, voting stations on
the street, on trains, at the airport etc.

If it were possible to vote for a longer period of
time i.e. several weeks or months in advance

69%

Total

43%

Should 16 and 17 year olds be given
the opportunity to vote?
Don’t
know

yes

9%

12%

50%
Of those aged 15-17 said
“yes” – 16 and 17 year
olds should be given the
opportunity to vote

79%
no

Should it be made compulsory to
vote?

57%

Don’t
know

10%

yes

32%
no

59%

Of those aged 15-17
said ‘yes’ - voting
should be made
compulsory
At 59%, Bulgaria has
by far the highest
support for
compulsory voting in
our survey

Women in politics
(% who agree with each statement)
Bulgaria is the only territory in the survey where a higher proportion of women than men
feel that the gender balance in politics is ‘about right. Also, there is very little support
among millennials for all-women electoral lists.

“The gender balance in politics
is about right”

Total

68%

Male

69%
20%

“There should be a greater proportion
of women in politics”

“There should be some all-women shortlists to
increase the number of women in politics”

69%

15%
26%
7%
4%
10%

Female

Corruption in Bulgaria
‘Compared to other European countries, Bulgaria experiences more
corruption amongst authorities’ (Net figures)
Don’t
know
Disagree

2%7%

77%
Agree

91%

Of those surveyed
strongly agreed with
this statement

Hindering their future
To what extent do you think that the following are damaging the future for young
people in Bulgaria?
There were also significant levels of concern at the current levels of investment in
education and regarding environmental protection

97%

“The state of the economy”
3%

Disagree

96%

“Current levels of corruption”
4%

94%

“Current levels of crime”
6%

Agree

