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methodology
AudienceNet conducted an initial
online survey amongst 1,119 15-34
year old Norwegian residents and a
week-long, moderated, online
dialogue with 40 Norwegian
Millennials, segmented as follows:
the politically engaged; the
mainstream and the politically
disaﬀected.

The sample was recruited to be
nationally representative of all
Norwegian Millennials in terms of:
age; geographical region; household
income and educational attainment
levels.
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Interest & engagement
with politics
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Most young people in Norway are
happy and optimistic…

86%

88%

Are generally happy
with their lives

Are optimistic about
their future
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…But interest in politics is low
Not at all
interested

Very
interested

17%

11%

17%

26%
Not that
interested
Fairly
interested

said they were “very
interested” in politics

46%
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Music & film top the list of interests
(Net %: very interested / fairly interested)
90

Film

89

Music

82

Using social media
Exercise

79

Cooking

79
78

Cinema

77

New technology

74

Reading

63

Politics

57

Taking part in sports

55

Festivals

48

Gaming

45

Watching sport

39

Theatre
Religion

33
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Taking an interest in politics is also
not seen as being important
(Rank in order of importance)

1

Being in good health

10

Making money

2

Being happy

11

Equality in society

3

Having leisure time

12

Contributing to society

4

Being free to do and say what I want

13

Being successful

5

Spending time with friends

14

Being involved with my local community

6

Having my voice heard

15

Being connected to friends via social media

7

Spending time with family

16

Taking an interest in politics

8

Helping others

17

Taking an interest in music

9

The well-being of society in general
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Generation gap

35%
feel that their generation
is less interested in
politics than their
parents’ or
grandparents’ generation
17% think the reverse
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Why are so few young people
interested in politics?
When we asked why their generation was less interested in politics, the primary factors cited were
that they felt nothing would change anyway, politicians breaking promises and things being good in
Norway as they are.

“I'm personally not interested in politics. I
have several times tried to get involved in the
world of politics, as it is important to vote,
but I lose interest very quickly and
unfortunately give up. Perhaps it is because
our generation feels that Norway is good as it
is. Personally I have an impression that the
parties promise a lot if they get voted in, but
when they do get voted in, few of the things
get carried out. It therefore becomes empty
words/promises and then politics doesn't
seem so truthful, and the interest
disappears.”

”	
  Why are so few young people
interested in politics? The
question should be, why are so
few politicians interested in
young people?”
“I think many young people
don't care for two reasons. The
first is that we are very well oﬀ
in Norway today and the
second reason is that we don't
really feel like we have a say; no
matter who you vote for, there
are barely any changes.”

“First of all, I don't think young
people are interested in politics
because everything is very safe
and sound in Norway. The
average person usually has a job
and stable income, which means
politics doesn't eﬀect the day-today life to much. For those who
are aﬀected by diﬀerent political
decisions, it is more a feeling of
powerlessness, that is the reason
for disinterest.”
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Taking part
Just 10% said that they have attended a political meeting. Similarly 10% said that they have
taken part in a protest/demonstration

10%
Take part in
political meetings

This compares to 11% who
take part in religious
meetings/events and…

24%

10%
Take part in
protests/demonstrations

who take part in team
sports
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Why are so few young people
interested in taking part in politics?
We asked why young Norwegians did not want to take part in politics. Many said they thought
politics was difficult to comprehend, others said it was too time consuming, some thought they
wouldn’t make a difference even if they took part and some didn’t know how to get involved.
“I think many young people care if they
get the opportunity to do so. It can be
hard to get engaged if there isn't any
way of gaining "entry". How do you
know where to start? What can you do? I
think political engagement should be a
subject in school or at least a bigger part
of existing subjects. If you could
integrate a bigger part of practical
politics in school as an extra curricular
subject that counted towards your grade
(for example by engaging in a student
organisation, youth party etc.) it would
be possible to create a way of entry for
younger people.”

“Young people are disengaged because
they are content and happy in society
today. Nothing engages people more
than common adversity. Times of peace
and progress make people more
apathetic and they don't feel there is any
point in getting engaged since their fine
as they are.”
” I think politics is quite exciting, but I
wouldn't like to be a part of it myself, as I
think it would take up too much time.”

”	
  Taking part in politics by being a
politician or member of a political
party seems really boring and like a lot
of work that isn't very rewarding.
There are many discussions, matters
and laws to keep track of, themes that
aren't interesting, diﬃcult ways of
doing things and so on... with all of this
you can work yourself to death without
actually changing anything. It seems
like every little decision or change
takes an eternity to get completed. I
really don't understand what would
make people engage in politics. It
definitely wouldn't interest me.”
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Politicians
connecting with
young people
12	
  

12%
felt confident that they
and their peers could
make themselves heard

20%
think very few, if any,
politicians encourage
young people to get
involved in politics
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% agreeing with statements
26% of
Norwegian
Millennials think
their views are
greatly valued by
politicians

The views of young
people are largely
ignored by most
politicians

Most politicians are
more concerned with
older people than
younger people

Most politicians
want to control
and restrict
young people

32%

17%

14%

Most politicians
want the best
possible future
for young people

The views of young
people are greatly
valued by most
politicians

Most politicians are
more concerned with
younger people than
older people

21%

26%

34%
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Looking to
the future…
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Factors affecting future quality of
life (‘Very big eﬀect’ or ‘some eﬀect’ %)
92

The Norwegian economic situation

85

Decisions made by politicians in Norway

82

The state of the environment
The global economic situation

81

Development of better transport systems

81

New developments in technology and connected devices

79

Access to education

78

Decisions made by my local municipality/local authority

77
75

Further development of the internet and social media

73

International crises

71

International political decisions

65

The threat or reality of wars
Terrorism

Millennials think “the state
of the Norwegian economic
situation” will be the top
factor influencing their
future quality of life.

60

Immigration

59

Crime

58
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What would they rather be?

19%

15%

15%

10%

9%

Business Owner
or Founder

Sportsperson

Research
Scientist

Musician

Writer

9%

9%

6%

4%

2%

1%

Academic

Doctor

Famous
Celebrity

Lawyer

Politician

Religious
Leader
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Time Travel Activity | their own future
We asked the participants to imagine that they could travel 20-30 years in to the future and
describe what they think their lives will be like. Most people think they will be living a happy family
life with a job they enjoy and some hope to have travelled or lived abroad.

“My life would probably be very
normal. I would work as a dentist
and spend lots of time with my
family.”
“In 20-30 years hopefully I’ll have
a husband and children whom I
love and be in a stable job that I
like. I also actually hope that I
don't live in Norway.”

“In 20-30 years I hope to have a
wife, children and a job I enjoy.
Ideally I'll be living in America.”
“I'll be a certified teacher with
lots of experience. Maybe a
family too. I can't wait :).”
“I think I'll have a family, with
two children and live in a
detached house. I will work as a
doctor (my dream job) and live
very well.”

“I'll probably have a child with
my beloved partner... Maybe
they'll be having children, help! I
hope I'll be working within filmand TV- production, mostly film,
because that's what I'm really
passionate about and love.
Otherwise I think I'll travel a lot,
because it is a desire of mine to
see as much as possible of the
world we live in and meet as
many diﬀerent people from as
many diﬀerent cultures as
possible!”
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Time Travel Activity | Norway
When we asked what the country might be like in 20-30 years time, most people expected
Norway to be pretty much the same, but more multicultural than it is at present. Others thought
Norway would run out of oil and would have to become a greener country.
“I think Norway will be more
multicultural in the future, just as
the rest of Europe. This isn't just
because of the refugees that come
from war zones, but cheaper
travel and a global community
that has better access to travel
(due to better finances).”	
  	
  
	
  
“Norway has become much
greener and has finally run out of
oil (and oil money, maybe? Who
knows), and is therefore relying
more on green solutions and new
technology”

“I don't see any big changes
happening in Norway. There are
still high levels of prosperity,
although we are more vulnerable to
what happens globally and wars in
the world will aﬀect us more. I think
it has become easier to think about
the environment in practice, there is
less racism, but I think the
diﬀerence between rich and poor
has increased.”

“I think Norway will still be
driven by the oil industry, but
will at the same time moved
towards more renewable and
green energy. I think the main
reason will be that Norway has
realised that the oil industry
won't live forever. And
therefore new ideas must be
found.”
“I hope Norway sustains the
welfare state. I think we will
have experienced some bad
times and adjusted to these.”
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Time Travel Activity | Government
When we asked what the government might be like in 20-30 years time. Many felt the government
should be more concerned with the environment, but not everyone was sure they would be. Others
thought the government would focus on the economy and welfare.

“I think the government will be
concerned with developing more
places to work and new areas of
focus to better the Norwegian
economy. I hope that the climate will
be a central part of politics and that
this crisis is taken seriously, but I
don't think that this is realistic.
There are too many people with too
much power and too big interests in
earning money instead of taking
care of the environment, sadly.’’

“I really hope we've opened up our
eyes and made big steps in the
right direction for climate policy! I
hope the Green Party get a lot of
supporters, which will show that
many think change is needed, even
though it hasn't been the party I've
voted for at the last elections.’’
“The government might be more
environmentally conscious, but I
still hope they are concerned with
the people and welfare in Norway.”

“I don't think the political system
internally in Norway will change
much over the next 50 years. I
think the elections will be, to a
bigger degree, carried out
electronically, even though I don't
think the physical vote will die out
straight away. For many voting
isn't just a civic duty, but also a
social gathering.”
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Voting

21	
  

If there was an election
tomorrow…
The Labour Party
The Conservative Party

5%

79%

Said that they would
vote …

The Green Party

5%
23%

6%

The Progress Party
The Socialist Left Party

5%

The Liberals

6%

The Centre Party

7%

16%

The Christian Democratic Party
Other

8%
9%

10%

Don’t know
Not prepared to say
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Key reasons for not
wanting to vote

1

2

3

4

5

Don’t think they

Lack of trust in

They simply can’t

politicians

Don’t think their
vote would make a

They are not

know enough

interested in

be bothered

difference

Politics

about politics
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Political Engagement | Voting
Many Norwegian Millennials felt it was a civic duty to vote. Many said they voted at the local
elections in September 2015 even though they didn’t follow the campaigns. Most thought voting
would happen online in 20-30 years.

“The election process in the future
will probably get digitalized because
it is the way we are heading anyway,
and then the result is registered
immediately. First via signing in
with bank ID. And further along in
time via the same principle as
paying in store with a mobile, so a
personal barcode on the skin or
fingerprint voting.”

“I've voted at every election since I
turned 18, because I want to have a
say. If you don't vote you don't
have the right to complain, if the
politicians do something you don't
agree with.”
“I voted. I had a busy summer and
didn't really familiarize myself
with to many issues and didn't
really follow the campaigns much
either.”

“I voted as I have done since I got
the right to vote, because I feel like
it is a civic duty and it is the only
way you can influence what
happens. Therefore if you don't
vote, I don't think you have any
right to complain about the
politics that is carried out.”
“I didn't follow the campaigns
much. I voted because I had the
freedom to do so.”
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Key factors that might encourage
an interest in voting

#1

If I trusted
politicians
more

#2

If I could vote
online
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Why politicians aren’t trusted
The main reasons why politicians generally aren’t trusted are because they have continuously let
people down by not living up to their promises and they don’t listen to citizens’ needs and
problems. Others found it hard to trust politicians because they are so negative towards other
politicians.
“I don't especially trust politicians
myself and use little time listening to/
reading about their views. The reason
is that when I actually try to listen,
they seem so fake. It might be that I've
been a bit unlucky with who I've
listened to, but it seems a bit like
politicians live in their own world,
without really understanding how
things are. In addition it seems that it
is important to some politicians to win
over others, I think that's pretty lame.
Why not just talk about what they
stand for?”

“I have little trust in politicians
because they promise the world right
until they're elected, then they barely
carry out any of the things they've
promised. It's diﬃcult to trust
anything they say. I think they need
to stop promising things they know
can't be realised.’’
“Politicians promise many good
things that they don't follow through
on. No, I don't know any trustworthy
politicians.”

“People don't trust politicians,
because trust is built on keeping
one’s promises. They make
promises galore, but rarely keep
their promises. Politics today is
full of empty words to get votes.”	
  	
  
	
  
“There are a lot of broken
promises, so this could be a
factor.”
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Trustworthy politicians?
The majority of the participants could not think of any politicians who they trust. The politicians
who were mentioned as being relatively trustworthy were Jens Stoltenberg (Secretary General of
NATO and former Prime Minister) and Jonas Gahr Støre (leader of The Labour Party).
Internationally Vladimir Putin and José Mujica were mentioned.

“I think Jens Stoltenberg did a
really good job in government, he
seemed very honest and always
charismatic and he took both
younger and older people
seriously.”
“Jonas Gahr Støre I see as
trustworthy, but I'm not sure if it
is because of his appearance or
actual achievements. At least he
has a lot of good ideas.”

“I can't think of a single
representative I trust. Not
because I think they lie and
cheat, but because I've realised
as I got older that they don't
have any real power.”	
  	
  
	
  
“I can't think of any political
representatives I find
trustworthy.”

“At the moment I actually like
Putin, because at least he says
things as they are, and things are
done in Russia. Of course I don't
share his point of view, but I like the
way he does stuﬀ. You can't trust
him, but he makes it very clear you
shouldn't trust him, but think for
yourself.”
“Internationally I think perhaps
José Mujica, the ex presidents of
Uruguay. Humble and with a of
focus on helping the poor.”
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Building Trust in politics
Ideas for how politicians could better connect with younger people and win their trust included
more frequent interactions between politicians and the young generation, listening and taking an
interest in their problems, asking for their opinions on different issues, keeping their promises or
not making promises they won’t be able to keep and speaking in an understandable language.

“I don't know how politicians can
win the trust of young people, but
keeping their promises would be a
start. If politicians at a national
level manage to establish a direct
dialogue with young people it
would probably help the young
people too.’’

“Politicians who try to address young
people: don't try to use slang and
"youth language", not kidding, it hurts
deep in the soul to see grown ups try to
do this. Speak clearly. End politician
answers and language that is hard to
decipher, it obviously creates mistrust.
If you don't have an opinion, say it!
And talk about issues we care about
and explain them in a way so that we
are all on the same level. It helps.”

“For politicians to gain young
peoples' trust, I think they have to
change their appearance and the
way they talk to and about other
parties. Social media is also
important to reach young people.’’
“Trust comes from actions. It is
harsh to say, but young people only
really care about results.”
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Factors contributing to voting
decision (% ‘Great Extent’ or ‘Some Extent)
News/current affairs on TV

83

What I think/know about the leaders of each party

82

Seeing/hearing interviews with the candidates

82
80

What I think/know about the candidates standing

79

Reading the political manifesto of candidates
News/current affairs on the radio

76

Articles in newspapers and magazines

75

Meeting a party campaigner/representative

66

Meeting a political candidate

66
64

Online articles/blogs
The views of my parents

55

Social networks – information via Twitter,

54

The views of my friends

49

Posters & leaflets in support of the candidates

49
41

The views of my brothers/sisters
YouTube Videos

News/current aﬀairs on TV
was seen as the key factor.
Social media and other online
factors were fairly low down
the list for Millennials

32
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Means they would use to start a
political campaign (‘extremely useful’ %)
If	
  they	
  were	
  to	
  start	
  their	
  own	
  campaign,	
  however,	
  Norwegian	
  Millennials	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  focus	
  their	
  
eﬀorts	
  on	
  social	
  media	
  
48

Using social networks such as Facebook, Twitter etc.

43

Appearing on TV or radio

36

Getting a well-known personality to back your campaign
Putting on an event such as a concert or festival with
talks as well as bands

22
20

Contacting my local MP
Holding a peaceful demonstration

19

Handing in a petition to the government

19
13

Creating a YouTube video

11

Promoting a dedicated app

9

Holding a disruptive demonstration

8

Stickers/posters
Graffiti

3
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Preferred message for encouraging
more younger people to vote…
Younger people need to vote - it’s their future

“

Voting is your responsibility

“

Voting really does make a diﬀerence	
  

“

45% “
41% “
13% “
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WHAT WOULD THEY DO DIFFERENTLY?
If Norwegian Millennials were involved with starting a new political campaign themselves, they would
not make any promises they couldn’t keep and they would listen to the electorate, to ensure they were
focusing on the right issues. They would keep their messages simple and use social media to connect
with young people.

“I think I would use social media more
and videos to get out my messages in a
simpler way, without such diﬃcult
rhetoric and so many whimsical
sayings. This is also a tool I would use
to encourage people to join. To get
engaged followers you must engage
with them. Maybe do something like
this? Ask questions to the voters
directly, have a forum with open
discussions where they can ask
questions directly, online about
campaign policies.”

“I would focus on making campaign
promises that can actually be kept.
Not promise anything we can't do, in
order to build trust amongst our
voters. I wouldn't hand out buns,
roses or coﬀee. Many politicians
choose to hand out "bribes" but if the
voters already know who they're
voting for it doesn't make a
diﬀerence. I would rather hand out a
4 page easy-to-read and
understandable brochure about what
we stand for and focus on. So the
voters know what they get..’’

“You could for example have
campaigns via Twitter where people
could share their opinions and
suggestions so that they would feel
like their voices were heard. It would
also be a possibility to do research,
that the campaign would promote to
find out if this is something most
people would agree with and if a
majority disagrees the suggestion
could be changed in order to show
that their opinion actually matters.”
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The Local Campaigns
We asked Norwegian Millennials what they thought of the local election campaigns, as the online
community was carried out in October immediately after the September 2015 elections. Most said
they didn’t pay much attention or found the campaigns boring.

“There were no campaigns which
stood out. Diﬀerent promises and
diﬀerent accusations against other
parties. I voted because I have the
right to and I think everyone should
vote.”	
  	
  
	
  
“In the local elections I think the
political campaigns were really old
fashioned and boring. There were very
few pictures on the flyers. I think
maybe they were aimed more at my
parents’ generation. I voted in the
election. It is everyone's right and
civic duty.”

“What I noticed before the election,
was that the party leaders got a lot of
TV time. This annoyed me, as
politics at a national level aren't
necessarily the same as the local level
politics. I didn't really pay much
attention to the campaigns and when
I think about it afterwards, I didn't
really notice any campaigns either.
I've seen politicians at stands, but
haven't approached them and
received a few fliers, but these have
gone straight in the bin.”

“As I study in a diﬀerent
municipality from the one I am
registered to vote in, I didn't see the
campaigns in my municipality. I
didn't really follow the campaigns
where I live either. I think the reason
I didn't follow the campaigns was
that I wasn't interested. Since I
didn't really see any of the
campaigns, I didn't know what the
diﬀerent parties worked for and this
resulted in me not voting at the
election. In addition I think it makes
it more diﬃcult when you can't vote
online.”
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The issues
that matter
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High Priority for Public Spending
(%)
94

Healthcare

92

Education

88

Job creation

79

Environment, food, rural affairs

78

Energy

77

Transport

75

Science and technology

73

Poverty

67

Emergency services (prisons,

64

Business, innovation & skills

62

Communities & Local government
Housing

61

State pensions

60
54

Income support & housing benefits

51

Foreign aid / international
Defence
Culture, media & sport

Education, Healthcare and
Job Creation were
considered to be the top
priorities for government
spending.

47
44
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94%
believed in the
importance of equality
in gender and sexual orientation in society
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WHAT SHOULD POLITICIANS WORK TOWARDS? (%)
To what extent do they deliver on the following? (%)
Ensuring the best possible future for young
people

98
78
98

Improving and maintaining good medical care

76

Improving and maintaining good educational
facilities

75

97
96

Ensuring the well-being of the elderly

71

Ensuring equality of opportunities for all
sexual-orientations and ethnicities

69

Investing in technology

69

93
90

Ensuring that Norway plays its part on the
world stage

63

Forging closer ties with the rest of Europe

62

78
75

66	
  

Building and maintaining a strong military
force
Putting the people of Norway first

58
63
53
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THE ISSUES THAT MATTER
When asked to talk about which issues are the most talked about in recent times, the key topics
discussed were the environment and the refugee crisis.

“I am very worried about the
consequences Norway will get
because of the Syria-crisis. I am
skeptical to get so many people of
another religion and philosophy of life
into Norway. I fear that there will be
conflicts in the future. I am also
concerned for Norway’s use of money.
We are sending so much money and
support to poor countries, yes they
need it and it is really good that we
are supporting!! But what about our
own?’’

“The biggest problem in the political
picture today, in my opinion, is the
refugee crisis. Millions of people are
fleeing from war and are in need of
aid, it is our responsibility, in a
country with an abundance of
resources, to help those who have lost
everything. It hurts to see all the
hate and fear that pours out of some
people here in Norway”

“What I think the politicians should
focus on is making more eﬀort with
the environment so we don't destroy
the environment more than it
already is. After all we have just one
planet, and it's not so easy to find a
new one.’’
“I think the main problem MPs in
Norway should focus on is the
environment.”
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THE ISSUES THAT MATTER (Cont.)
Other topics that were mentioned frequently were the price of dental care, housing prices, the urban
railway in Bergen and student loans.

“Another issue many young students have
is that they can't aﬀord going to the
dentist because it is not a part of the
national health insurance. I have heard
several students say they should have
been to the dentist, but just can't aﬀord to,
and this means that it gets worse in the
future, and that it gets even more
expensive later. If we could get dental care
under the national health insurance and
one could pay a subsidized amount, this
issue would get smaller.’’

“As a student both me and my
friends experience problems around
the high property prices and the low
grants from the student loan
company (lånekassen), as for many
students makes them give less
priority to their education. As this
problem eﬀects us a great deal, it is
what we are most concerned with. I
think education is very important
and it is completely wrong to give
this a lower priority.”

“The main problem on my own part, is as a
student that is living on a student loan, I
almost can't pay by bills every month after
rent, electricity, and transport is paid. 7000
Kr is not a lot when the rent is over 5000 Kr.”	
  	
  
	
  
“ I have used thousands on my dental bills!
It's not a part of the public health system,
which is completely idiotic! Something
should be done here.”
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Do they feel able to do anything
about these issues?
The majority of the participants commented that they feel unable to do anything about the issues on
their own. Some even said they felt disheartened by politics, as they felt their voice wasn’t being
heard. Some felt they were able to make a difference through volunteering and fundraising.

“I feel powerless as a little human
in Norway to do anything.”	
  	
  
	
  
“I don't think I can do anything
to improve these problems. When
it comes to the urban railway I've
just given up. Politicians aren't
listening to the citizens and just
keep arguing with each other.”

“I honestly feel quite disheartened by
politics at the moment. I don't feel like
my opinion makes a diﬀerence or who
I vote for matters, because nothing
will change anyway.”
“I work as a volunteer in an
organisation that work towards equal
rights for the LGBT community.	
  You
don't have to volunteer, but generally
be brave and follow your dreams, and
thereby be an inspiration to others.”

“I honestly feel there is little I can do, in
the end everything is decided by
politicians. Whoever we vote for and
who's in government, it doesn't seem like
anything changes. And if anyone against
all odds should get something good
started, they'll be replaced before they
have the chance to finish it.”
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Politicians /
Political parties
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Awareness of political parties
The Labour Party

97

The Conservative Party

97

The Progress Party

96

The Christian Democratic Party

95

The Liberals

95

The Centre Party

93

The Socialist Left Party

92

The Green Party

92

Awareness was fairly high for all parties
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Awareness of politicians (%)
Erna Solberg

96

Siv Jensen

95

Jonas Gahr Støre

91

Trond Giske

87

Audun Lysbakken

79

Hadia Tajik

79

Trine Skei Grande

75

Arild Hareide

75

Bent Høie

63

Ole Borten Moe

61

Anders Anundsen

51

Bård Vegard Solhjel

49

Thorbjørn Røe

48

Ketil Solvik-Olsen

35
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Proportion who like each politician
Snorre Valen

18

Ketil Solvik-Olsen

18

Bård Vegard Solhjell

17

Anders Anundsen

11

Ola Borten Moe

11

Robert Eriksson

7

Ola Elvestuen

5

Dagrun Eriksen

5

Hans Olav Syversen

5

Anne Beathe K. Tvinnereim
None of these

1
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Which party scores the highest for…
Understanding	
  Young	
  People	
  

25

Being	
  Believable	
  In	
  What	
  They	
  Say	
  

10

15

33

9

Being	
  Open	
  And	
  Honest	
  

29

11

Having	
  The	
  Right	
  Ideas	
  To	
  Improve	
  Life	
  in	
  Norway	
  

29

11

Having	
  The	
  Wrong	
  Ideas	
  To	
  Improve	
  Life	
  in	
  
Norway	
  

Labour	
  Party	
  

Progress	
  Party	
  

16

ConservaUve	
  Party	
  

14

18

14

17
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Socialist	
  LeV	
  Party	
  

4 3

9

9

8

9

11

11

9

ChrisUan	
  DemocraUc	
  Party	
  

6

5

6

18

7

7

5

8

Centre	
  Party	
  

10

14

8

7

12

3 2

Liberals	
  

10

Green	
  Party	
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Important qualities for
an elected politician (%)
Honesty

96

Intelligence

94

Ability to listen to others

94

Good in a crisis

92

Ability to be firm

91

Ethics

90

A stance against corruption

90

An understanding of younger people

89

Ability to think quickly

85

Non-political experience (e.g. in business, academia, science etc)

83

Caring nature

80

Political experience

78

Ability to come across well on TV & Radio

72

Sense of humour

63

Ability to keep up with the latest technologies

63

Good looks

10
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Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
The Labour Party

The Conservative
Party

33 27
33
24

28 34
12

honesty

The Green Party

The Centre Party

The Christian
Democratic Party

The Socialist
Left Party

The Liberal Party

The Progress Party

39 36
17

30 24
21 27 23
19

intelligence

36

27

33
14

19

26

36 34

34

ability to listen to others

14

2

20 18 21 14 16

good in a crisis

The Labour Party scores the highest for nearly all qualities Norwegian
Millennials value in a political party. The Christian Democratic Party isalso
seen as being very honest and as having a good ability to listen to others.
Base: those aware of that party
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Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
The Labour Party

The Conservative
Party

36 42

40
23 18 24
14 20

Ability to be firm

41

The Green Party

The Centre Party

The Christian
Democratic Party

The Socialist
Left Party

The Liberal Party

The Progress Party

29 29

40
23

Ethics

33 37 38

38

27

28 32
21
19 25 19

A stance against
corruption

31
30 24
26
22
19
15 17

An understanding of
younger people

The “Blue Bloc” ranked highly for an ability to be firm, whereas the “Red Bloc”
were seen to have a better understanding of young people.

Base: those aware of that party
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Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
The Labour Party

The Conservative
Party

31

39
12

22

21 15 24
12

Ability to think quickly

The Green Party

The Centre Party

The Christian
Democratic Party

The Socialist
Left Party

The Liberal Party

The Progress Party

33 36

44
24 20 23 26 22 19

Non-Political
experience

24 19

31
14

25

49 44

37

Caring nature

12

32 33
25 25 28
9

Political experience

The Labour Party, The Christian Democratic Party and The Socialist Left Party
score highest for having a caring nature.

Base: those aware of that party
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Qualities by political party
Possess this quality to a great deal / some extent (%)
The Labour Party

The Conservative
Party

49

The Green Party

The Centre Party

The Christian
Democratic Party

The Socialist
Left Party

The Liberal Party

The Progress Party

42
14

22

14

26 22 21

Ability to come across well on
TV & Radio

28

23 17
19 16
14
11 12

Sense of humour

30

19 19 18

25
11

10 14

Ability to keep up with
the latest technology

21

14

7

15 11 12 17

9

Good looks

The Labour Party and Conservative Party are seen as more able to come across
well on TV & Radio than the smaller parties.

Base: those aware of that party
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Electoral reform
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What would encourage more people
to vote? (% ‘Very significantly encourage…’ or ‘Would go some way to encouraging…’)
YOUNG Norwegians SHOW GREAT CONFIDENCE IN THE POWER OF CONNECTED TECHNOLOGY AND
ONLINE VOTING TO INCREASE PARTICIPATION. THERE IS ALSO fairly strong SUPPORT FOR
EXTENDING THE LOCATIONS WHERE ONE CAN VOTE AND FOR PROLONGING ELECTIONS.

If it were possible to vote online
via a secure app and/or website

92%

If it were possible to vote at a lot more places such
as in shopping malls, libraries, voting stations on
the street, on trains, at the airport etc.

If it were possible to vote for a longer period of
time i.e. several weeks or months in advance

74%

52%
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Should it be made compulsory to
vote?

18%

Don’t
know

9%

no

22%

yes

Of those who said they
would not vote if there
was an election
tomorrow said ‘yes’ voting should be made
compulsory

69%
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Women in politics
(% who agree with each statement)

77% of Norwegian men feel that the gender balance in politics is ‘about right’,
compared to 54% of Norwegian women. Also, there is generally very little support
among millennials for all-women electoral lists.

65%

“The gender balance in politics
is about right”

Male

54%

Female

29%

“There should be a greater proportion
of women in politics”

“There should be some all-women shortlists to
increase the number of women in politics”

Total

77%

18%
41%
9%
5%
12%
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Europe
‘Norway should become a member of the EU’
Agree

11%
Don’t
know

24%

37%
Of those surveyed
strongly disagreed
with this statement

65%
Disagree
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Hindering their future
To what extent do you think that the following are damaging the future for young
people in Norway?
There were also significant levels of concern at the current levels of investment in
education and regarding environmental protection

The state of the economy

74%
26%
62%

Current levels of investment in education

Current levels of concern over the environment

Current levels of corruption

Current levels of crime

Agree

38%
77%

Disagree

23%
39%
61%
51%
49%
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